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(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WESTMORELAND addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HUNTER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. DEAL) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEAL of Georgia addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

HEALTH CARE—GET IT WHILE IT
LASTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DANIEL E.
LUNGREN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, we’ve all
watched late-night television and seen
the infomercials that seem too good to
be true. Well, that’s what we have here
on the House floor being presented to
us.
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Yes, we have a health care bill for
you that will solve every problem and
not cost a dime. And yes, there is only
one, so you’d better get it right away.
Don’t have time to examine it; don’t
have time to look it over; don’t have
time to turn it over. We don’t have
time for that because we have to solve
your problem right now.

And let me tell you, it won’t be 2,000
pages long. No, it’s only 1,990 pages
long. But wait, but wait. You’ll get
something in addition. You’ll get the
manager’s amendment, maybe 800
pages long, so that maybe we’ll have
something that we have to swallow
that’s nearly 3,000 pages long.

And let me tell you, it’s not going to
cost you $1 trillion. No, no, no. We've
brought it down below that, $999? No,
not $999. We’ve brought it down now to
$894 billion. But wait. But wait. There’s
add-ons. Maybe $250 billion. Maybe $350
billion for the doctors fix. But don’t
worry about that because that won’t
cost you anything right now. We’ll
charge you for that later. So remem-
ber, only $894 billion, not $1 trillion be-
cause we have a deal that you cannot
reject.

But just remember, Madam Speaker,
if this deal lasts longer than 4 hours,
you won’t be able to call your doctor.

———

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DREIER) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. DREIER. Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

Let me say, I'm going to be joined by
a number of my colleagues this evening
to talk about an issue which often has
a tendency to leave people to have
their eyes glaze over. It’s the issue of
international trade. I know that we
have people who are focused on the
World Series. I regret the fact that my
two Los Angeles teams, the Angels and
the Dodgers, haven’t made it to the
World Series. We're all fascinated
watching the Phillies and the Yankees
play. We’ve got people focused on—as
my California colleague Mr. LUNGREN
just pointed out—the issue of health
care. We’ve got understandable concern
about the situation in Afghanistan,
and our colleague from Illinois just
spent time talking about the families
who had loved ones who paid the ulti-
mate price in Afghanistan.

We have a lot of very, very important
issues that we are addressing here, and
it’s important to note, as our distin-
guished Republican whip, Mr. CANTOR,
said in his colloquy with the majority
leader, Mr. HOYER, that what we hear
at home and what public opinion polls
and, most recently, the Gallup Poll
that came out the day before yesterday
have shown is that the number one pri-
ority right now, the greatest concern
of the American people happens to be
the pressing need to get our economy
back on track.
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The report came out earlier today
that the jobless numbers have, in fact,
not improved. We know that we have
an unemployment rate that is ap-
proaching 10 percent. In my State of
California, it’s 12.2 percent. As I said,
today’s report that the new jobless
claims did not decline by the extent
that had been thought. We did get posi-
tive news on the gross domestic prod-
uct growth over the last 3 months.
Annualized, it came at 3.5 percent. But
I've got to say—and I was talking to
one of my Democratic colleagues late
this afternoon who said, What evidence
do we have of this economic growth?
We all know, as we talk with our con-
stituents across this country, that we
have very, very serious problems when
it comes to job creation and economic
growth.

Now I began by saying that our goal
here this evening is to talk about
international trade, and the challenge
that we have, Madam Speaker, is to
underscore the direct correlation be-
tween job creation, economic growth
and international trade. Tragically,
over the past several years, we have
had people get it completely back-
wards. There are people who believe
that as we pursue international trade
agreements, that the natural step to
follow is job loss in the United States.
We constantly hear, Well, if we pass a
Free Trade Agreement, what is it
that’s going to happen? Oh, we’re going
to see our jobs going to Mexico or to
China or to any other country in the
world, but they’re going to flee the
United States of America when, in fact,
the opposite is the case. Why? Well, the
reason for that, Madam Speaker, is
that 95 percent of the world’s con-
sumers are outside of the U.S. border.
They’re not here in the United States.
The United States is a country that
has provided the world access to our
consumer market. Meaning, as we all
know, we can buy goods from China
that people see regularly at Wal-Mart,
Kmart, Home Depot, stores across the
country. So we allow, virtually tariff-
free, for goods to come into the United
States so that the American people can
enjoy a standard of living that is high-
er than it would be otherwise, and
that’s a good thing. It’s a good thing.

As I said, we want the standard of
living in the United States of America
to improve. One of the things that can
help us improve our standard of living
and create jobs based on every shred of
empirical evidence that we have is for
us to embark on more, not fewer, trade
agreements. Basically, market-opening
opportunities for U.S. workers so that
manufacturing workers, union mem-
bers and nonunion members will have
an opportunity to sell their finished
products in countries around the world.
It’s very important for us to embark on
those agreements because the exist-
ence of those agreements—and we have
a lot of evidence that we’re going to
talk about this evening that shows
that—the existence of those agree-
ments do, in fact, create jobs right here
in the United States of America.
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